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OPPORTUNITIES FUND - Criteria for funding


1.	Funds may be awarded to support activities undertaken by girls/young women/volunteers (ie leaders, unit helpers, residential unit helpers etc) from Girlguiding Birmingham.

2.	Applications should be emailed on the official form with any relevant supporting documentation attached.  Please email to the Girlguiding Birmingham County Office for distribution to the panel.  Authorisation from the Division Commissioner should also be supplied, either digitally (by email) or hard copy. Email address is:  countyoffice@girlguidingbirmingham.org.uk

3.	There is no set limit on the value of applications; awards will be made subject to merit and the availability of funds. The Opportunities Fund is intended to help in cases of hardship and/or to benefit the wider community. Applications on behalf of individuals to help in cases of hardship must include details of the financial circumstances of the family - to be seen by the panel only and treated with strict confidence.

4.	Applications may be for direct financial assistance - for uniforms, for unit events, for the purchase of equipment or for special projects within the County properties. FoGB does not normally contribute towards subs payments and should not be used for running costs of properties or units – the exception to this is Trefoil House as one of the founding principles of FoGB was to contribute towards the costs of Trefoil House.

5.	Applications for individuals must be supported by the Unit Leader and all applications must be supported by Division Commissioners.  The most recent End of Year Balance Sheet for the Unit/Division must be enclosed.

6.	Applications for activities for which there is another fund already set up should be made to the relevant fund in the first instance.  Consideration may be given to providing financial support for such activities if evidence of other fundraising is provided.

7.   	The Opportunities Fund is unable to support the total cost of an event – eg a trip or an outdoor activity – for a whole group.  However, if individuals within the group cannot afford the cost of the activity either in part or in full, application may be made on behalf of the named individual(s) and assistance will be considered.  Applications must be made in advance of the event, giving at least 4 weeks’ notice (if the funding applied for is for a particular event or activity).  Please include an outline of the individual’s circumstances to assist the panel in reaching a decision.

8.	Requests for funding must demonstrate that the assistance will benefit the individual, division or wider Guiding community.  

9.	Composition of the Panel:  County Commissioner, Assistant County Commissioner, County Treasurer, County Administrator, Secretary of FoGB

All should participate in discussions concerning funding applications but only the County Commissioner, Assistant County Commissioner and County Treasurer have a formal vote as to whether or not to approve an application for funds.  In case of absence, a member with voting rights may appoint a proxy from within the group.        

If your application is successful, please send us a short report confirming how the money was used and the benefit you have had from using the fund.  We would like to use quotes/photos for our website page to encourage other units/individuals to make use of our Opportunities Fund.
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